
 

 

 

P. S. 98 SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
  

Home School Connection                                                                                                                  Fall 20253  

  
Principal Chan’s Message    

 

Dear P. S. 98 Families, 

What a wonderful start to the school year it has been! I am so proud of our staff for creating welcoming and 

supportive classrooms where every child feels seen, valued, and challenged to do their best. Thank you to our 

families for helping make the transition back to school so smooth.  

Thank you to all that participated in our Sunrise Charity Walk! We exceeded our donation goal and raised 

$1,760. Sunrise Day Camp brings simple joys of childhood to hundreds of children impacted by pediatric 

cancer. Thank you for all of your support!  

We continue to foster student leadership. We received the Academy for American Democracy (AAD) grant 

from the New York Historical Society. This grant affords all of our K-5 classes lessons in learning the history of our 

government. Being a part of Student Council, being a PS 98 School Ambassador, or being a Class 

Representative are ways students can collaborate and engage in school leadership projects. Additionally, all 

classes K-5 participate in Civics for All Take Action Projects or the Soapbox Challenge. These activities empower 

students to research, speak out, and take informed action on issues they care about in their communities. 

We facilitated a parent workshop focused on explaining how we increased the rigor in student math 

discussions. We hope this workshop was helpful to parents in understanding how we promote student 

independence, critical thinking, and problem solving skills in math.  

Together, we’re building a strong community of learners and leaders. Thank you, as always, for your continued 

collaboration and partnership. 

Warm regards, 

Kristy Chan 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

The Douglaston School Vision Statement: P. S. 98 is a place where school and home come together to promote 

learning to meet standards of excellence. Our students will become self-disciplined, creative and independent 

learners. We believe every child will succeed in ways that reflect his or her own aptitudes and interests. We 

value student and community voice and collaboration.  P. S. 98 encourages a strong partnership between 

school and home to support leadership, promote good citizenship and build a strong sense of community.   

 



 

 

Instructional Focus: P. S. 98 ensures high expectations and rigorous instruction for every student across 

interdisciplinary content.  We implement inclusive curricula and assessments.  Our curriculum includes diverse 

perspectives that reflect and affirm all students’ identities, lived experiences, and cultures. We foster students to 

be independent lifelong learners.   
 

School-wide Instructional Priority: P. S. 98 develops and strengthens a welcoming and affirming school 

environment by fostering communication between school and home and attending to the social and 

emotional needs of all students.    
 

Social Emotional Learning Mission Statement: P. S. 98’s goal is to provide evidence-based social and emotional 

learning (SEL) as part of our instruction.  We believe in educating the whole child, equipping students for 

success in school and in life by fostering positive relationships, self-awareness, social awareness, self-

management, and responsible decision-making.  We strive to know our students well, collaborate with families 

and support SEL to build supportive relationships between students and between students and staff.   

 

Diversity and Inclusion Policy: At P. S. 98, we strive to create a diverse and inclusive environment that values the 

experience, perspective, and contributions of all students, families and faculty.  As a result, we seek to foster an 

inclusive environment where the individual differences among us are respected, understood, and recognized 

as a source of strength that enriches our school community.    

 

 

Pre-K News                                                                                                                                     Mrs. Tulimieri   

This month we are learning about trees. Throughout this study, we are observing and learning about different 

kinds of trees. We are learning about the parts of trees. The children are also learning about how trees grow and 

change. 

 

The children are having opportunities to learn about trees through hands-on explorations and by observing trees 

in our immediate environment. As we study trees, we are using language and literacy, math, the arts, and science 

to explore the topic in depth. We are helping the children see how trees and the products produced from trees 

are a big part of their daily lives. 

 

After listening to the book, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr., the children selected index cards with 

letters on them. After identifying the name of the letter on each card, they took the corresponding sticker letter 

and stuck it onto their coconut tree. In the math learning area, the children rolled dice and placed the rolled 

number of apples onto their apple trees. This activity helped us with one-to-one correspondence. After listening 

to the book, The Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert, the children made their own leaf people using the parts of trees (such 

as bark, leaves, stems, acorns) that they collected from the playground. They explained what tree parts they 

used for each part of the person. In the science learning area, the children are doing a pinecone soaking 

experiment to see how pinecones react to moisture.  

 

We encourage Pre-K families to speak about trees with their children. We ask them to wonder aloud with their 

children to encourage their thinking about trees. Some questions that they can ask their children are: 

    “I wonder why leaves fall from trees?” 

    “I wonder what makes some trees grow so big?” 

At home, parents can collect parts of trees and encourage their children to sort them.  

 

We are enjoying our exploration of trees in Pre-K. We hope that families are finding this topic of study as rewarding 

as we do! 

 

 



 

 

Kindergarten News                                                            Mrs. Eisenberg, Mrs. Cassidy and Mrs. Sheridan  

Word Work   

 

We have almost completed Unit 1 in Fundations and the children are loving it!  Each week we 

introduce two letters, teaching the letter name-keyword-sound as well as lowercase letter formation 

for each of the new letters.  We practice the letters of the week, reviewing previous letters as well as 

the new letters.  So far, we have learned t, b, f, n, m, i, u, c, o, a, g, d, s, e, r, p, and j.  We are learning 

which letters are consonants and which ones are vowels.  The children enjoy forming letters on their 

dry erase boards using the sky line, plane line, grass line, and worm line.  It is also fun to practice our 

letter sounds on the magnetic tile boards.   We are also using the Heggerty program to practice 

rhyme recognition, blending words, isolating beginning and final sounds, segmenting words, adding 

words, deleting words, substituting words, and language awareness.  The students really enjoy using 

their hands and arms to exercise as we practice these skills! 

Reading 

 

The children have been learning reading strategies that they can apply when reading independently 

or aloud to the class.  We have learned to use our “eagle eyes” to look at pictures and help us 

decode unfamiliar words.  We are also learning print concepts, such as reading from top to bottom 

and left to right.  The children are practicing pointing to the words as they read and matching written 

words to spoken words. The reading program we are using is called HMH.  We have read fiction, 

nonfiction, poetry, and informational texts.  The first unit we worked on was called, “Curious About 

Kindergarten”.  This unit taught the children how to actively listen to a story, develop comprehension, 

story elements, vocabulary strategies, checking for understanding, plot, and how to turn and talk.  

We are now working on Module 2 which is called, “There’s Only One Me!” The children are learning 

from characters who are experts at self-reflection.  They see that when we take time to appreciate 

who we are, inside and out, our successes and shortcomings, the happier we are to just be ourselves.  

We are also better equipped to celebrate our differences. 



 

 

Writing 

 

The children learned how to become writers!  They learned that an author is a person that writes a 

text, and authors use pictures and words to put their stories and ideas onto a page.  The children 

learned that authors use the writing process to go from their very first ideas to a finished piece of 

writing.  In this unit we learned about Opinion Writing.  An opinion is what someone feels or thinks 

about something.  The children learned how to write and draw to tell what they like or don’t like 

about a topic.  The children also learned that opinion writing also gives reasons that explain why 

someone feels or thinks a certain way about something. 

Math    

 

The children have learned that counting tells how many objects are in a group, regardless of their 

arrangement of the order in which they are counted. We are working on counting, arranging, and 

comparing higher numbers.  The children have been learning math concepts using both the 

envisions 2.0 program and hands on math activities.  We have created various math games to make 

these concepts exciting.  The children learned how to compare groups of objects and use math 

vocabulary such as equal, greater than, and less than.  For our next topic, we will be working on 

comparing numbers up to 10. 

Science 

 



 

 

The children are learning how to be scientists!  We are learning how scientists use their five senses to 

help them discover new things.  We are working on the unit called Sunlight and Weather.  The 

children were introduced to a fictional scenario: The students at Woodland and Carver Elementary 

schools are not comfortable outside during their recess times.  The Carver students are too cold in the 

morning, and the Woodland students are too hot in the afternoon.  The principals of the schools are 

asking that our students take on the role of weather scientists, to figure out what is causing the 

difference in temperature between the playgrounds, and to propose a solution.  

We learned during this unit about diverse weather conditions.  We learned that weather includes 

both type (sunny, cloudy, rainy, windy, snowy) and temperature (cold, cool, warm, hot). 

Social Studies/SEL 

 

The beginning of the school year was spent creating a warm and respectful learning environment.  

The children brainstormed on a Circle Map a list of community promises.  Using our Passport program, 

we learned about the Pledge of Allegiance and what it means to make a pledge, both at home 

and at school.  We read the story, Have You Filled a Bucket Today? and had many collaborative 

conversations on how we can be respectful to one another and be bucket fillers. 

We are using the Sanford Harmony to teach social-emotional learning.  The class met Z.  Z is an alien 

that lands on earth and wants to learn how children on earth get along and respect one another.  

The children have been learning about respect, friendship, and finding commonalities. 

First Grade News                                                                        Mrs. Seligson, Mrs. Fabiani and Ms. Herrera   

Word Study/Fundations 

First graders are hard at work during our word-work periods. The children are flourishing as they 

segment, sound out and build new words together. As we cement these foundational skills, we are 

creating the building blocks that students will refer back to time and again in their future word 

studies, reading and writing journeys.  

In our Fundations work, our students have strengthened their knowledge of the connections between 

letters and their sounds. They have been identifying consonants and vowels, while searching for each 

type of letter sound in the words we build. We have begun to incorporate digraphs into our word 

study, and we utilize these word parts as we write, listen and read. Students are practicing the skills of 

constructing and deconstructing words to find these known word parts, as they look for context clues 

and create sentences that help define each word that we study. Each week, we focus on a 

collection of “trick words,” and use them within our reading and writing. Our students love to play 



 

 

trick word games, use our sky writing to practice spelling trick words and “hunts” which help them to 

quickly identify these special words. 

In our Heggerty activities, students use auditory skills to recognize and produce word patterns, or 

identify “which doesn't belong.” Our first graders love finding, producing and creating rhyming words, 

by creating a word that rhymes with another, or listening to a set of words and selecting the word 

that does not rhyme with the others! In addition, our children have been buckling up to ride a “word 

roller coaster!” In this activity, we find the beginning, middle and ending of a word. We have been 

separating the onset and rime of the words we study. The onset refers to the beginning sound of a 

word and the rime refers to the middle and ending sounds. We have also been practicing adding 

sounds to words, taking sounds away and even substituting the sounds in our words to create 

something new. The students are doing wonderfully during these fun and engaging learning 

activities. We are so proud of our incredible word-work wonder workers!  

               

Reading  

In our reading studies, students began with our first module, Nice to Meet You! We read stories about 

beginning a new school year, making friends and treating others with kindness. We studied elements 

of poetry such as rhythm and rhyme in the story, Pete the Cat, Rocking in my School Shoes.  

We moved on to our second module, entitled My Family, My Community. In this module, we studied 

community helpers and how they support one another. We read a story called Who Put the Cookies 

in the Cookie Jar? In this text, students learned that “many hands put the cookie in, for one to take it 

out.” Texts like these help our students to understand a more global perspective of the many farmers, 

drivers, bakers, grocers and more that contribute to the process of our basic needs, such as food, or 

a delicious cookie! In addition, students found the author’s purpose for writing in the texts we read, 

including Dan had a Plan and Places in my Neighborhood. These texts teach lessons of working 

together and respect towards others.  

We will soon be moving into our third module, Amazing Animals. As we enter this module, we will 

study nonfiction informative texts that teach us about different types of animals. We will examine text 

features, such as headings, titles, labels and diagrams. We look forward to enjoying these texts 

together and engaging in robust research and productive discussions within our first-grade 

classrooms.  

 

     



 

 

Writing 

In our writing, we began with a narrative module that celebrates everyone's individual story. Students 

began by brainstorming special stories that they would like to share with others. Students learned that 

every story is special, even the most ordinary! Students shared their ideas, and writing focuses with 

their peers. They further developed their writing by outlining each part of their story. We learned that 

using nouns and adjectives can enrich our writing. Our students also focused on adding more details 

to their stories, by answering the questions “who, what, when and where!” Finally, first graders 

participated in the editing process, utilizing peer feedback and dialogues to review their writing 

piece. 

 

We moved to our next module, which is a descriptive writing unit that dove into each student’s 

“wonderful world!” Students were inspired by the mentor text, Nana in the City, which used 

description to help the reader visualize and enjoy the most special parts of Nana’s world. Together, 

we began to do the same, as we examined our own worlds and brainstormed all of the most special 

places and people we know. Students began to draft stories of their own worlds, continuing to 

reference Nana in the City as their inspiration. As we move into our next module, our first graders will 

be conducting research on a chosen animal. We are so proud of our wonderful writers!  

 

       
 

Math 

In our math studies, children have been utilizing multiple methods to solve problems and find 

solutions. We began with adding and subtracting parts of a number, as well as putting the parts back 

together to make a whole. Utilizing part-part-whole maps, the children began to see the relationships 

between these numbers and use them to create their own addition and subtraction equations.  

 

As we move forward in our math work, students are learning about various tools that can help them 

to reach a sum or a difference. Some of our most recent strategies include open number lines, 

doubles facts, near doubles, making ten, using a tens frame and many more. We encourage the 

children to keep these tools in their “toolbelt” and utilize a variety of strategies to reach a solution.  

 

Our first graders have been working with “how many more” and “how many fewer.” In these types of 

word problems, the children are comparing amounts and determining the difference between two 

numbers. One of our word problem strategies is called CUBES, in which students circle, underline, box, 

evaluate and show their work within a problem they are solving. 

 

We know that our marvelous mathematicians will continue to grow and flourish as they build their 

mathematical tool set throughout our school year.  

 



 

 

  
 

Science  

Our first unit of study in science encompasses animal and plant defenses. Our first graders are also 

working towards helping aquarium methods that scientists can use to rehabilitate Spruce the Sea 

Turtle! The children brainstormed ideas about what plants and animals need to survive. Children used 

their prior knowledge and new information from our science readings and investigations to formulate 

ideas.  Using Playdoh, we created a model of animals and their defenses. Our focus through this unit 

has been on animals with spikes, shells and camouflage. First graders are keeping a scientific 

notebook, in which they write and illustrate an animal’s defense and why they chose it. Our first-

grade scientists enjoyed this unit and will continue investigating other scientific topics throughout our 

studies.  

 
 

Social Studies 

As we dove into our social studies learning, students have been excited to examine their own 

neighborhoods and communities. We have discussed family values and traditions, while learning 

about the customs and traditions of other families as well. Our first graders have been comparing 

“then and now.” This includes taking a closer look at photographs of families from previous 

generations to find similarities and differences. In addition, we have been discussing wants and 

needs, special holidays and more. 

 

We have been excited to participate in many cultural celebrations together as a first-grade 

community. Our students ate apples and honey for Rosh Hashanah, tasted moon cakes for Mid- 

Autumn Festival and created Ragnolis for Diwali. We are excited to welcome many more cultural 

traditions to our students’ learning as we learn and grow together. 

 

In our Civics for All work, students will brainstorm a community issue that they would like to solve. As 

we work together, we will research this issue and come up with solutions. This will include a “Soapbox 

Speech” to convince others to help support their civics project. We look forward to fostering many 

civic minded discussions, the power of collaboration and teaching our children about how important 

their voice truly is. 

 

 



 

 

Social Emotional Learning  

As we begin our year together in first grade, our goal centers around building a foundation of trust 

and caring within our classroom communities. We enter each school year with a series of getting to 

know you games, activities, share outs, read alouds and writing pieces that encourage students to 

be who they are and share themselves fully within our classrooms. Our HMH Into Reading curriculum 

offers many opportunities for social-emotional learning and growth. The texts are filled with 

characters who face a challenge or a change. In addition, many of the texts in our early modules of 

study focus on kindness, community and the importance of helping others. While diving into these 

texts, we often ask our students questions that promote social-emotional discussions, such as “What 

would you do?” “Do you agree?” and “What is another way the character could have handled 

this?” We also focus on making text to self, world and text connections, which encourage our 

children to think about how the selections we read relate to them in a personal way.  

 

Our school’s Book of the Month program is another way in which we promote social-emotional 

learning, growth and discussions. In September’s book, Making Friends is an Art, by Julia Cook, a little 

crayon is excited to make friends…but unsure how to do so! With a little help in the crayon’s journey, 

they learn about ways to connect with others and the importance of truly being yourself! In 

October’s Book of the Month, The Not-So-Friendly Friend, by Christina Furnival, students learn how to 

appropriately stand up for themselves and address instances where a friend may not act so friendly. 

Reading these texts helps students to experience real life scenarios and lessons, while discussing them 

with their classmates. These relatable and accessible texts encourage them to continue to be the 

bucket fillers they are each day! We are so proud of our first graders! 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade News                                                                    Mrs. Whitlock, Mrs. Moran and Ms. Roma 

 

Word Study/Fundations  

We have finished our first 4 units in Fundations and the children are already becoming more fluent 

readers.  When we started, the units reviewed concepts from first grade, such as glued sounds, 

digraphs, and closed syllables.  Now, the students have been introduced to new glued sounds (-ild, -

ind, -olt, -old, -ost) that are closed syllable exceptions.  Even though they are closed syllables, their 

vowel sounds are long rather than short.  The next focus in our word work is suffixes.  The students are 

learning to categorize suffixes as vowel suffixes or consonant suffixes.  The vowel suffixes begin with a 

vowel (-es, -ed, -ing, -est, -er) and consonant suffixes begin with a consonant (-s).  The students are 

also learning how to isolate the base word when reading or spelling words with suffixes.  Using all of 

this information, the students will be applying the patterns to multisyllabic words (ex., fantastic, sunset, 



 

 

ketchup).  Each week we practice trick words and learn spelling patterns that will help us read and 

write words with ease. In Heggerty we are learning to isolate base words, prefixes and suffixes.  

 

 
 

Reading 

Second grade is finishing up Module 3 and next is moving into Module 4.  So far, we have discovered 

many new and exciting stories. As we read every day, we delve into different reading skills and 

genres. In Module 3, Meet Me in the Middle, we discovered that disagreements can sometimes stress 

relationships. However, we can learn to agree to disagree and still get along. As we read, children 

learned ways to listen to each other and work out disagreements. Through reading and 

collaboration, children learned to see different points of view.  

 

As we read, we practiced important reading concepts such as identifying the central idea of a text, 

making inferences, author’s purpose, and summarizing a text in sequence. Each day the children are 

immersed in literature through a variety of new and exciting texts. 

 

In Module 4, we will dive into the world of fantasy in a module called Once Upon a Time. In this 

module, children will experience traditional and contemporary stories. Some of these are stories that 

may be familiar to children but have a new, interesting twist! Children will learn that stories can 

convey messages to readers. Important lessons can be learned from the characters, and just like real 

people, characters in stories make mistakes and learn from what they do wrong. Readers can learn 

valuable lessons from the actions of these characters. 

 

 
 

Writing 

Grade 2 is now involved in the Soap Box challenge, which is a public speaking program that calls 

young people to speak out on issues that affect them and their communities. These powerful 

speeches have lasting, transformative impacts on classrooms, schools, and communities. The 

students will be asked to identify an issue in their community, or the world, that they would like to 

teach others about and bring awareness to others. Through the writing process, we will first organize 

our thinking through the use of thinking maps and graphic organizers. We will identify an issue, give 

reasons why this issue is important and finally call others to action to help support our cause. Through 

this persuasive writing unit, children will be learning how to express their opinion in a way that others 



 

 

will listen and hopefully teach others about an important issue in our world. Through learning public 

speaking we also learn empathy for others by being an active listener. 

 
 

Math 

The second-grade students have begun 2-digit addition and subtraction, up to 100. We are learning 

different strategies, such as using a hundreds chart, break apart method, partial sums, open number 

lines, and place value drawings. The students have also begun solving one and two step word 

problems, which requires them to find a hidden question to find the solution. When solving these word 

problems, the children are using strategies to help them identify important information, finding 

quantities and understanding what the question is asking and then they choose a strategy to solve 

and explain how they found their solutions.  

 

 
 

Science 

 In this unit, the students are investigating different materials of everyday things, as a way to 

understand the importance of properties of materials.  We explore, hands-on, the different states of 

matter.  After discussing these different materials, the students will understand the concept of cause 

and effect, specifically how changing an ingredient can affect materials.  The students will also 

engage with cause and effect and identify the effects specific ingredients have on mixtures.  

Throughout this unit, the students are reading nonfiction books, drawing hypotheses and findings, 

and creating new materials with hands-on exploration.  We were extremely fortunate to be able to 

visit the Eldorado Coffee company and see firsthand so many science concepts around properties 

of materials.  We want to thank the Martin’s for having both classes and teaching the students so 

many wonderful things about the process of how coffee beans are harvested, cleaned, baked, 

packed and shipped.  We learned so much with this immersive experience.   

 

 
 



 

 

Social Studies 

The students in second grade are learning all about maps and the geography of our country.  We 

are learning how to read maps using map keys and both intermediate and cardinal directions.  

When distinguishing the difference between maps, the students are able to identify both political 

and physical maps, and we will be focusing on the physical geography of New York state.  The 

students have learned what a “bird’s-eye view” map is, and they created one of their own, along 

with a physical map of New York.  Throughout social studies this year, we are also becoming good 

citizens through Civics for All.  The children will be learning about their community and how they can 

make a difference for the better.  Their voices can be heard, and they can make positive changes! 

 
After the geography unit we will be discovering how NYC has changed over time.  We are lucky 

enough to have Ms. Cheryl from the New York Historical Society join us for this unit in November as 

well!  She will be studying early New York City with us and how it has changed.  Students understand 

that changes over time can be described using dates and timelines and that changes over time can 

be examined by using evidence such as maps, population, charts, photographs, newspapers, 

biographies, and other historical artifacts. The essential question for this unit of study on New York City 

Over Time is How and why do communities change over time? 

 

 
 

 

Social Emotional Learning 

Second graders utilize SEL daily in all our classes. We know that having a positive learning 

environment and being a good citizen is an important part of our school community. In addition to 

class read alouds, our HMH program incorporates Social Emotional elements in our daily lessons.  We 

discuss how characters react to problems and challenges and discuss how we can solve problems in 

a positive way. We discuss making good choices and how to help one another using positive words 

and actions. We know that students who can express themselves in a positive way will help our class 

community thrive. Throughout the year we will continue to explore our emotions and help one 

another to solve problems in a productive way. 

 



 

 

 
 

Third Grade News                                                                                Ms. McGill, Mrs. Forte and Mrs. Carroll     

Reading 

Third grade is getting ready to explore why some stories are better told on a stage.  In this module, 

students will listen to, read, and view a variety of texts and media that give them information about 

the features of drama. A genre focused on drama provides students with opportunities to identify 

elements of drama and literary elements to better understand unfamiliar texts. Students will also 

encounter fables and videos to build knowledge across genres. We have been reading various 

genres including realistic fiction, informational nonfiction, and poetry. The students have enjoyed the 

stories we have read so far.   They will continue practicing their reading strategies and building their 

comprehension skills, like identifying point of view, summarizing, figurative language, elements of 

poetry and identifying text and graphic features.  We have been working on our Fundations skills.  We 

have been practicing digraphs and trigraphs, marking up words and making new words.  We have 

learned new spelling rules and applied them into our writing.  The students are very excited to have 

begun cursive writing.   We are looking forward to learning more every day.   

 

 
 

Writing             

Third grade has written personal narratives.  They also have been writing letters to Principal Chan 

expressing their concerns about a problem they feel can be fixed to make P.S. 98 a better place.  

The students have been learning the basic structure of writing a composition to explain why.  They will 

revise by learning concrete strategies. They will understand the importance of being aware of one’s 

audience, keeping in mind: using text features, fact checking, and being aware of grammar and 

conventions.         



 

 

 
 

Math 

Students have been working hard practicing their multiplication facts.  They have worked 

hard to understand the meaning of multiplication.  They have mastered the properties of 

multiplication which include the Identity Property of Multiplication, the Commutative 

Property of Multiplication and the Distributive Property of Multiplication. Currently, they 

are getting ready for division and solving multi-step word problems using their strategies 

including CUBES. They will continue to work on labeling their answers, displaying all of 

their work, and being able to explain how they arrived at their solutions.   

 

Science 

In the Environment and Survival unit, students are using data and various texts to make inferences 

and figure out why the snails with yellow shells are not surviving in the environment as well as the snails 

with banded shells.  As biomimicry engineers, students were able to brainstorm and plan a design by 

using what they have learned about snail traits. Students chose one idea for a design, considered the 

design guidelines, and drew their designs. Next, they will be investigating animal environments and 

adaptations. They will be able to answer questions that refer to why a particular animal needs a 

specific climate. 

 
 

Social Studies  

Third grade just finished up their unit on Geography. The students identified where each continent 

and ocean were.  They learned all about the features of maps including how to use a map key, using 

cardinal directions on a compass rose, and how latitude and longitude help us locate places on a 

map as well as a globe. For the next unit of study, third grade will focus on culture. They will discuss 

how all countries and civilizations have culture, how cultures and civilizations develop and change 

over time, and how culture encompasses all that people do, create, value, and believe.  

 



 

 

 

Social Emotional Learning 

Third graders are beginning to identify character feelings and traits through the stories they are 

reading about in the HMH curriculum. Through these stories, they are also becoming more aware of 

their own identity and their own personal traits. Being able to make these connections helps students 

strengthen their social emotional understanding and make more thoughtful decisions when they are 

faced with conflict.  

    

 
 

 

Fourth Grade News                                                                             Ms. Fejzullaj, Ms. Camhi & Ms. Healy  

Reading 

Fourth grade is beginning Module 4 where we focused on the 

essential question “What makes someone a hero?” During this module 

we will focus on reading informational text, fantasy and mythology. 

Comprehension skills such as the central idea, text structure, 

summarizing, context clues and figurative language will be taught and 

utilized throughout the module. Fourth graders also learned new 

vocabulary words to go along with the text and how to use different 

suffixes to help them identify unfamiliar words. During the next unit we will be exploring new texts with 

the focus question “How far can your talents take you?” 

  

Writing 

Our current HMH Module 4 writing piece aims to get students to 

strengthen their narrative writing skills. Fourth graders take on the role of 

story tellers in this unit, starting by brainstorming characters, settings and 

problems that are realistic but not necessarily true. Students focus on 

choosing a conflict they will use in the story. Once done with their initial 

draft, students learn different revising strategies such as how to create a 

well thought out beginning and ending showing a strong theme, as well 

as how to revise for grammar and punctuation. Finally, students learn 

how to peer edit and get ready to publish.  

 

Math  

Fourth grade mathematicians have been working diligently on building fluency and conceptual 

understanding of multiplication. They have learned how to use different properties and strategies 

ranging from area models, to the distributive property, and to partial products to multiply up to  



 

 

2-digit numbers. They learned how to use the standard algorithm to more efficiently solve 

multiplication problems, abridging steps within the process. Students continue to show multiplicative 

comparisons using Bar Diagrams and to check for reasonability of their answers by using estimates 

based on rounding and compatible numbers. Students are getting ready to explore the relationship 

between multiplication and division, while continuing to reason about math by engaging in number 

talks math routines, and circle discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

In our current unit of science, students have been investigating why Ergstown has been 

experiencing frequent blackouts. We have started by questioning what might cause an 

electrical system to fail and have unveiled a few key concepts which have provided 

greater insight into the issue at hand. Students will explore how energy is converted from 

one form to another, how it can be transferred from place to place, and the variety of 

energy sources that exist. Using what they learned from surveys, SIMS, and reference 

books, students wrote their first scientific explanation. 

Students will be moving towards designing solutions to improve an 

electrical system that will reduce blackouts as well as to better 

understand how an electrical system is important to our everyday lives, 

all while preparing for their energy science investigation. 

 

 

 

Social Studies 

Fourth graders have completed their first unit on New York State Geography. 

They investigated different New York State landmarks and reviewed their 

knowledge of maps. We are moving into the next unit of study, on Native 

Americans, where students will be analyzing sources, close reading, and 

researching to make inferences about Native Americans lives and culture. 

We will be learning about how natural resources influenced the 

development of Native American culture in New York, what roles, 

responsibilities, traditions and beliefs Native Americans held, and how overall 

Native Americans contributed to our society and continue to do so.  

 

                       



 

 

Social Emotional Learning 

Fourth graders use SEL strategies daily in the 

classroom. Along with class read alouds, our HMH 

program incorporates Social Emotional elements in 

our daily lessons. We discuss how to be a good friend 

and how to solve conflicts among our classmates and 

peers. As a class we discuss how to make good 

choices and how to be kind to one another. During 

the next unit in HMH we will be discussing how to navigate challenging situations with the help of our 

family and friends. We will discuss how working together can help you achieve your goals.  

 

Fifth Grade News                                                                         Mrs. Hang, Mr. Grossman and Mrs. Kelly  

 

Reading 

 

We recently completed Module 1 of our HMH curriculum, called "Inventors at Work." In this unit, 

students explored the Essential Question: “What kinds of circumstances motivate individuals to 

develop new inventions?” We engaged with various texts and media, encompassing reading, 

listening, and viewing, all of which provided insights into the lives of inventors. This module primarily 

emphasized informational texts, offering students the chance to discern the author's purpose, identify 

the central idea, and understand text structure, thereby enhancing their comprehension of 

unfamiliar material. 

Currently, we are progressing through Module 2, titled "What a Story." In this segment, we are 

contemplating the Essential Question: “How does a genre influence the way a story is conveyed?” 

Module 2 delves into the diverse methods people use to narrate stories, with a particular focus on 

fiction. This provides students with opportunities to analyze characters, setting, plot, and conflict, 

which are crucial for understanding and appreciating the texts. 

Writing 

Have you ever wondered how some of your favorite inventions started out? How did the first airplane 

influence the way we travel today? How did something invented over 100 years ago influence the 

way we drive cars? In Module 1 of our HMH Writing unit, students researched influential inventors and 

learned about how their inventions impact modern day society. Students learned how to organize 

their essays, write a thesis statement, add an interesting introduction, include topic sentences, 

summarize facts, input sources, and use correct writing mechanics (spacing, punctuation…) For 

Module 2, students will use their creativity to write a narrative story about a character who goes on a 

journey of discovery. Students will be asked to use Author’s Craft to include well developed 



 

 

characters and settings, dialogue, character thoughts, description, and figurative language. 

Students will work on showing, not telling, their readers their story using specific word choice and 

phrases.  

 

Math  

Our fifth graders have been practicing their multiplication skills and will now use this operation when 

working with decimal numbers. We are learning that multiplication doesn’t always make things 

bigger, and we’re exploring the reason why. At home, you can use opportunities with money and 

scale measurements to help reinforce decimal values in the real world.  

 

Science 

Students became food scientists in our Modeling Matter Amplify Science Unit. Through 

a variety of hands-on experiments, simulations, and research, students learned about 

the properties of molecules and how they interact with each other. Students learned 

about nanovision and how using models helps explore and 

understand objects that they cannot see with their own eyes. 

They used their five senses to make observations and made 

inferences about scientific concepts based on those 

observations. Students will be participating in the NYS Science 

Investigation in November where they will have more 

opportunities to do experiments and make observations and inferences. Up 

next, students will be entering the jungle in our Ecosystem Restoration Unit and 

learning what is needed for healthy ecosystems.  

 

Social Studies 

During the first few months of this year, we have the privilege 

of hosting Ms. Cheryl McGinnis from the National Historical 

Society. Her expertise has been invaluable as she visits our 

classrooms twice a week, guiding us through an in-depth 

exploration of democracy's roots and their influence on the 

governance and lifestyle in the United States today. Students 

have embarked on a fascinating journey, delving into 

projects that connect ancient Greek culture with our own. Through interactive discussions, role-

playing activities, and creative endeavors, they have examined the powerful concept of "people 

power." One of the highlights has been our work with Greek artwork, where students have not only 

studied historical pieces but also created their own art inspired by Greek styles. This has provided a 

tangible way to understand how Greek culture has shaped both our artistic expressions and 

governmental structures. Artifacts and artistic creations have served as a bridge between the past 

and present, illustrating the profound impact of Greek ideals on our society. This hands-on approach 

has encouraged students to reflect on their roles as citizens, emphasizing the responsibility we all 



 

 

share in safeguarding the democratic rights that allow us to continue building a society rooted in 

ancient wisdom and modern innovation. 

Social Emotional Learning 

Fifth grade continues to hone their skills in communication and empathy. Classroom discussions 

involving social justice encourage students to communicate about important issues in respectful and 

considerate ways. Providing specific language for emotional encounters helps our students learn to 

understand what they are feeling, and how to share it in an effective way.  

 

 

Physical Education                                                                                                                    Mr. Sciabarassi  

      

  

Our Physical Education program started off the year being very lucky with such great weather. 

Weather permitting, getting the students to do their Physical Education class outside is always the 

goal. There is a great big and safe space for all students to learn our sports skills and exercise. On 

days we cannot be in our yard, we have class in the gymnasium. Our custodial staff is great at 

moving our lunch tables to the side and giving us a safe and big gymnasium to utilize before and 

after lunch. 

We have now started our Volleyball and badminton units. These two sports are encouraged to be 

taught to the students for all its positive benefits, along with following the new NYC school rules and 

regulations. This unit is great because every grade can participate at their own skill level from Pre K – 

5th grade. Some skills we have covered in this unit include: 

Volleyball: Bump, Set, Spike & Serve  

Badminton: How to use our foam badminton paddles to strike the birdie to a partner.  

As we are finishing up our Volleyball and Badminton unit, we will begin practicing for our 

FITNESSGRAM Fitness Testing Unit. This is a City Wide initiative that involves different aspects in fitness 

for the students to be “tested” on. This includes: 

Cardiovascular: FITNESSGRAM Pacer Test, Muscular Strength & Endurance: Push-ups and Sit-ups, 

Flexibility: Sit and Reach Stretch test 

This is mandatory for grades 4 and 5 but will be practiced and modified for the younger students as 

well! It is a great and fun unit  

                           



 

 

Music                                                                                                                                           Mr. Carpentieri  

Pre-K-2 

Students in Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade began the school year with units on welcoming 

other students, showing signs of kindness, and following rules in music class. During these units, 

students learned their Hello and Goodbye songs, learned the difference between the five voices in 

music class, practiced steady beat, and participated in many different group circle games. In 

October, Kindergarten learned about the changes in the seasons and how different songs in music 

class can change in speed, pitch, and volume. We sang several classic songs such as Walking Feet, 

The Old Grey Cat, Grizzly Bear, and I’m A Superhero. In October, first graders began to work on body 

percussion routines. Students used different parts of their body and the sounds they make (pat, clap, 

snap, stomp) to add to different songs. We used several classic songs such as Rockin’ Robin, Stand by 

Me, Rondo alla Turca, and Johnny B. Goode. In October, second graders worked on treble clef staff 

reading and how to decode music. We used note reading strategies to analyze the music to Tideo 

and Button You Must Wander. As we move into November and December, students in all 

grade levels will be learning their winter concert music. Please see the QR code below for 

access to winter concert music and let your child sing away! 

 

 

Grades 3-5 

Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade begin each music class by listening to and learning about 

different featured music artists. In September, we learned about “Top-Chart Musicians” such as The 

Weeknd, HUNTR/X, Billie Eilish, and Benson Boone. In October, we learned about Hispanic artists such 

as Gloria Estafan, Jennifer Lopez, Selena Gomez, and Carlos Santana. In November, students will be 

learning about Native American artists such as Jessie Ed Davis, Link Wray, and Raye Zaragoza. In 

September, third graders learned how everyday objects can be used as instruments. We focused on 

using plastic cups for different songs like Favorite Rag, and When I’m Gone. Inspired by another 

school’s work, fourth graders created lyrics to, and recorded their own “respect rap”.  Fifth graders 

learned about the seven elements of music and how to use music vocabulary words when 

describing music. We finished the month with the class voting on student favorite songs while playing 

“Bop or Flop”. In October, students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade began to work on hand drumming, 

playing several percussion instruments such as Congas, Bongos, Tom Drums, Djembes, and Log 

Drums. We used these instruments to play rhythms from several famous pop songs such as Best Day of 

My Life, Bones, and Party Rock Anthem. In November and December, Students in 3rd, 4th and 5th 

grade will start working on mallet technique, playing on instruments like Xylophones, Metallophones, 

and Glockenspiels. Students will be learning how to sing and move to Winter Concert 

songs. Please see the QR code below for access to winter concert music and let your 

child sing away! 



 

 

 

Technology/Computer Science                                                                                                          Mrs. Mei 

Students in Kindergarten through fifth grade learned how computers have changed over time.  They 

discussed why computers are important in our everyday lives. We are now diving into digital 

citizenship. 

  

Kindergarten-First Grade  

Kindergarten and first grade students are busy learning about different types 

of computers and how they work using inputs. They were able to understand 

the difference between hardware and software by identifying and sorting 

the items based on their functions. They learned the importance of coding by 

experimenting with the commands of a programming language. 

Kindergarteners used loops to shorten their codes, while first graders were 

able to find and fix problems in their codes by finding bugs and debugging them. They are also 

learning how to use a mouse by clicking and double-clicking. 

  

Second Grade  

Second grade students learned about input and output devices as well 

as how algorithms work. An algorithm is a series of steps required to 

complete a task. They are creating specific instructions using codes and 

are learning about the role of a computer programmer. Second graders 

are currently learning how to be good digital citizens and learning why it 

is important to have device-free moments in their lives.  They are also recognizing the kind of 

information that is considered private and should not be shared. 

 

Third Grade  

Third grade students are also learning a very important concept in computer 

science – algorithms. They can explain how an algorithm works by creating 

specific instructions using pseudocode.  As part of being good digital citizens, 

third graders are learning how to take responsibility for themselves, their 

communities, and their world.  They understand that everyone deserves to have 

their privacy decisions respected by knowing what kinds of personal information 

should be kept private and why.  They also understand why a strong password is 

important by practicing to create memorable and strong passwords that are hard to guess, yet easy 

to remember. 

  

Fourth Grade   

Fourth grade students learned about the four functions computers need in order 

to perform.  After identifying the different types of inputs and outputs, they each 

designed their own input/output devices.  Fourth graders are currently learning the  

difference between private and personal information that can be shared about 

themselves when they are online. 

 



 

 

Fifth Grade  

What exactly is AI? The students learned how artificial intelligence works by 

learning about the machine’s ability to perform cognitive functions. They 

also gained a better understanding of computer science concepts by using 

computational thinking when problem-solving.  Fifth grade created a 

personalized plan for healthy and balanced media use and are learning 

strategies for avoiding clickbait. 

 

Typing Pal for Grades 2-5 

To assist students with their keyboarding skills, PS 98 has renewed our subscription to Typing Pal. This is 

a great program that will help students master this necessary skill. It is used in class, and it could also 

be used at home. Please encourage your children to utilize this resource. Learning how to keyboard 

correctly is a skill that will serve them well in the years to come. A notice was sent home with login 

information. All students have an individual username and password. First grade and Kindergarten 

students will begin keyboarding skills later on in the school year.  

Art                                                                                                                                                       Ms. DeVine 
 

Kindergarten: Kindergarten students learned about lines and shapes through fall favorites like 

pumpkins and leaves. They practiced observing and drawing what they see, discovering how lines 

can create all kinds of shapes and designs. 

 

First Grade: First graders explored lines in 3D by creating imaginative line sculptures. They learned how 

lines can move through space to show energy and form.  The students also explored lines through 

leaves and aspects of nature, like wind.    

 



 

 

Second Grade: Second graders took a more abstract approach, exploring line and self-reflection 

through abstract art. They also practiced collaging techniques to create colorful fall collages, 

combining texture, shape, and pattern to celebrate the season. Through these projects, students 

discovered how artists can use line and composition to express feelings and ideas. 

 

Third Grade: Third graders explored movement through lines, inspired by figure drawings of Keith 

Haring. They also celebrated culture and creativity by making mixed-media sugar skulls in honor of 

Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead).   

 

Fourth Grade: Fourth graders studied patterns from different cultures, creating their own unique 

pattern designs inspired by South American art traditions. This project helped them see how pattern 

and repetition can tell stories and connect us to cultures around the world. 

 

 



 

 

Fifth Grade: Fifth graders expressed themselves through self-portraits inspired by the imaginative, 

whimsical style of Tim Burton. They explored how exaggeration, line, and value can create mood and 

personality in portrait art. 

 

Student Council                  Mrs. Kelly 

In October, we had a successful Student Council campaign, election, and Inauguration ceremony. 

Student Council nominees presented their goals for the school year, ways to assure all voices are 

heard, new ways to show school spirit, and ideas to help the community. Students in grades 2-5 were 

able to take part in the election and vote for their choices for Student Council president, vice-

present, secretary and treasurer. All nominees did an amazing job and showed leadership qualities. 

We had special guests at our Inauguration Ceremony, including Council Member 

Paladino and Deputy Superintendent Lopez-Paniagua. Council Member Paladino 

shared some words of encouragement and advice to the students. The elected 

members and class representatives will begin discussing ideas starting in November. 

We are proud to announce that the Recess Bin initiative from last year has already 

started up and students have been enjoying writing, drawing, reading, origami, and 

lanyard during their indoor recess period. We are looking forward to a fun and 

exciting school year. Stay tuned for upcoming events! 

 

Student Council Elect    Class Representatives 

Wania Sohail, President    2-206, Tessa Chan 

Amar Smajil, Vice President   2-207, Chloe Spilios 
Lucas Park, Secretary    3-208, Liana Kim 
Gavin Rieger, Treasurer    3-209, Emmanuel Estela 
       4-201, Gaetano Finocchiaro 

4-203, Tyler Wang 
5-202, Avery Agudelo 
5-205, Michael Hassan 

  

 

P. S. 98 Ambassadors                Mrs. Holle 

I would like to congratulate the following students on becoming Ambassadors: Yuna, Bae, Fredy 

Canas Mejia, Evelyn Cho, Jack DeNoia, Saleem Ghaznavi, Menios Gordos, Evangeline Jozefek, 

Everett Kim, Marilyn McCabe, Azhar Mizan, Isabelle Montoya Flores, Mckenzie Morgan, Ryan 

Pressley, Gabriella Rodriguez and Matteo Zuccarello.  They are making posters and announcements 

about donating to the City Harvest Food Drive to help feed the hungry. The dates are November 10 - 

November 21. 



 

 

Congratulations to our Bucket Fillers                

 

May 2025 

K-101 – Roxanne Gonzalez      3-208 – Chenyi Zeng 

K-102 – Ella Lee       3-209 – Camila Tineo Puello 

1-108 – Camilla He       4-201 – Ryan Lee 

1-109 – Henry Chiu       4-203 – Yuna Bae 

2-206 – Natalie Galmer      5-202 – Julia De Beule 

2-207 – Hannah Park      5-205 – Charlotte Nemeth 

 

June 2025 

K-101 – Eve D’Angelo      3-208 – Peyton Puglisi 

K-102 – Ianni Perez       3-209 – Katherine Tsoumas 

1-108 – William Grech      4-201 – Joanne Baik 

1-109 – Omana Palliparambil     4-203 – Lucas Park  

2-206 – Calogero Gambino     5-202 – Zhengyi Kwok 

2-207 – Julian Sze       5-205 – Noah Browne 

 

 

 

September 2025 

K-101 – Esa Azeem       3-208 – Tiwa Ajayi 

K-102 – Halina Tichter      3-209 – Julian Sidibe 

1-108 – Judah Mosebach      4-201 – Lexy Lopez-Serrano 

1-109 – Dara Ajayi       4-203 – Gavin Rieger 

2-206 – William Grech      5-202 – Eleanor Dunlap 

2-207 – Keito Hsieh       5-205 – Marilyn McCabe 

 

October 2025 

K-101 – Eva Makharadza      3-208 – Diogenes Dimakakos 

K-102 – Noah Mendoza      3-209 – Jack Tinari 

1-108 – Chloe Kim       4-201 – Patrick Han 

1-109 – Roxanne Gonzalez      4-203 – Alessandra Ancona 

2-206 – Ellis Li        5-202 – Avery Agudelo 

2-207 – Evaluna Deossa      5-205 – Isabella Montoya Flores 

 

In, Out and Around The Douglaston School                                                                                    Mrs. Holle 

We had a seamless start to the school year. As the year progresses, we continue to have emergency 

drills to ensure the safety of all students and staff. MobileEd came in and presented the Respect Tour 

Assembly. The students enjoyed participating in the Assembly. We have our many morning and after 

school programs up and running. They include Title III Program for English Language Learners, ELA 

and Math Test Sophistication, Basketball, Chorus, Piano, Broadway, MYM Chess, Robotics and the 

CASA Programs. PS 98 will be having another Basketball and Piano session in 2026 as well as Science 

Test Sophistication for grade five students. Those dates will be announced. We had two parent 

workshops. The first was how to log on when remote. The other was a combined Coffee and 

Conversation with a Math Workshop.  Our students had a fun-filled Book Character Day and Sunrise 



 

 

Charity Walk.  The costumes were great.  Our younger students loved the buddy read where students 

in the upper grades went to read to students in the lower grades. Our PTA had their Book Fair and Fall 

Festival which was a fabulous event.  The children loved shopping for their favorite books and had a 

great time participating in the Fall Festival activities. These events would not be possible without our 

many wonderful parent volunteers. Thank you to everyone who participated. Our Library program will 

be starting on November 14. Again, thank you to the parents who volunteer so our students have the 

opportunity to take out books. We will keep you posted on the upcoming events during the 

remainder of November and into December. 

 

Dates to Remember                                                                                                                          Mrs. Holle   

November 26 – First marking period ends 

November 27-28 – School Closed – Thanksgiving 

December 1 – Second marking period begins 

December 15 – Report cards available via NYCSA 

December 24-31 – School Closed – Winter Recess 

January 1-2 – School Closed – Winter Recess 

January 19 – School Closed – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

February 16-20 – Mid-Winter Recess 

February 27 – Second marking period ends 

March 2 – Third marking period beings 

March 8 – Parent Teacher Conference – Early Dismissal – No Afterschool 

Marh 16 – Report cards available via NYCSA 

March 20 – School Closed – Eid al-Fitr 

April 2-10 – School Closed - Spring Recess 

Apri 16-17 – ELA State Test – Grades 3-5 

April 30 – May 1 – Math State Test – Grades 3-5 

May 14 – Science State Test – Grade 5 only 

May 25 – School Closed – Memorial Day 

May 27 – School Closed – Eid al-Adha 

June 3 – Third marking period ends 

June 4 – School Closed – Anniversary Day/Chancellor’s Conference Day 

June 5 – No Students – Clerical Day 

June 19 – School Closed – Juneteenth 

June 26 – Last day of school – Report cards available via NYCSA 

 

 

 


